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To:

All District Supervisors, Inspectors, Analysts and Instructors

From:

Tracy Stumbo, Chief Accident Investigator, Division of Investigations 

Date:
       
April 22, 2009 
EAB-08004-  Kentucky Serious Non-Fatal Accident No. 3 – Fall of rib 
At approximately 6:45 AM on August 13, 2008, a surface miner was seriously injured in the Harlan District.  The victim was thirty (30) years old with twelve (12) years experience.  He had worked at this mine for six (6) months.
While installing roof supports the coal rib dislodged and struck the victim causing injuries to both legs.
Preventative Measures:
         1.  When rib sloughing occurs, extra precautions shall be taken to protect equipment operators.  This may be done 

 using specifically designed (walk-thru) equipment or cages.  
2.   Section Foreman shall be provided with maps indicating over and underlying coal seams with the extent of 
      previously mined areas.
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The victim was using
the left side controls

when he was struck
by a section of the
dislodged rib material
which measured 60
inches long X 42
inches wide X 13
inches thick.

Automated Temporary
Roof Support

Drill Boom

Offside operator was
using the offside

controls installing
ten foot cable roof
bolts at the time of
the accident.

The total area of the
dislodged rib material
measured 93 inches
long X 88 inches wide
X 13 inches thick.

E Fletcher Roof Ranger
double boom bolting
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The entry width had increased due to rib
sloughing. The entry had originaly been
mined eighteen feet and five inches (18'5")










KentuckyUnbridledSpirit.com                             [image: image3.wmf]             An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D

[image: image3.wmf]