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To:

All District Supervisors, Inspectors, Analysts and Instructors

From:

Ronald H. Hughes, Director, Division of Investigations 
Date:
       
April 09, 2007 
EAB-07001 -  Kentucky Fatal Accident No. 1  -  Machinery  -  Nationally # 4
On March 12, 2007, at approximately 4:00 PM, an excavator operator was fatally injured at a surface mine within the Office of Mine Safety and Licensing Pikeville District. The victim was 48 years of age, with 29 years total mining experience, 1.5 years  at this mine and 1.5  years experience at this occupation. 

The victim was operating a John Deere 330 Excavator removing spoil from the coal bed when the excavator overturned onto a 2nd level diversion ditch (a distance of 8 feet in elevation). The overturned excavator landed on its top resulting the operator’s cab collapsing and causing fatal injuries to the victim. 
PREVENTATIVE MEASURES: 

1. Provide an adequate (pad) work area with a plus factor in the clearance for the operation of an excavator. 
2. Provide substantial rollbar protection for equipment where there is a hazard of rollover present.               


