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The scoop bucket was lowered to
the mine floor to assist in slowing

the scoop. This ralsed the scoop
closer to the mine roof In the area where

the victimwas taying on top of
the rock dust bags.
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The Accldent Scene

The victim contacted the mine roof in an area
where a brow existed across the mine

roof of the intersection .

He had rolled onto his left side as the scoop
was traveling down the incline. The mine height was 53 inches
where he contacted the roof. The mine height was 55

Inches where the scoop canopy contacted the roof.
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\ The dip in the coal seam created an

incline that had a grade that was
approximately 25 percent.
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J straps attached.

Mine Floor

Feet

The mine height measurments were taken along
the coal pitlar block that measured 48 feet in
length from the outby intersection to the
intersection where the victim contacted the mine
roof.
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EMERGENCY AWARENESS BULLETIN
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To:

All District Supervisors, Inspectors, Analysts and Instructors

From:

Tracy Stumbo, Chief Accident Investigator, Division of Investigations 

Date:
       
April 22, 2009 
EAB-08005 -  Kentucky Fatal Accident No. 3- Machinery
At approximately 4:30 PM, on July 17, 2008, a shuttle car operator was fatally injured at an underground mine in the Harlan District.  The victim was forty-five (45) years old and had twenty-six (26) years mining experience.  He had worked at this mine for one (1) year.
While traveling to the face area the victim came in contact with the mine roof resulting in fatal injuries.
Preventative Measures:
         1.  At all times mining equipment is being used, it shall be maintained in safe working order.
2. Pre-operational checks shall be conducted on mine equipment prior to being put into use.
3. All personnel shall ride in closed compartments of mine equipment or other specifically designated areas designed for the transportation of personnel.

4. Signs or reflectors should be posted on roadways to warn employees of steep grades or close clearance.
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