[image: image1.png]


Ernie Fletcher









                     Teresa J.  Hill
Governor










        Secretary

Commonwealth of Kentucky

Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet

Office oAf Mine Safety and Licensing

P.O. Box 2244

Frankfort, Kentucky 40602

Telephone: (502) 573 - 0140
EMERGENCY AWARENESS BULLETIN

[image: image2.jpg]



To:

All District Supervisors, Inspectors, Analysts and Instructors

From:
           Ronald H. Hughes, Director, Investigations

Date:
          October 09, 2006  
 
EAB-06011   2006  Kentucky Fatal Accident # 14   (Nationally # 39 )         Roof Fall
At approximately 12:30 PM on October 06, 2006, a roof bolter operator was fatally injured in an underground mining accident in the Barbourville District. The victim was 56 years of age with approximately 23 years total mining experience. He had worked at this mine 6 years and at the occupation of a roof bolter operator for 12 years. 

The accident occurred on a solid blasting working section with the coal height ranging from 24 to 31 inches (Blue Gem Seam). The main roof at this mine is shale with the immediate roof being composed of approximately 20 feet of shale.  Evidence indicates that the victim was approximately 47 inches inby the last row of permanent roof bolts (30 inch resin). He apparently was marking up the areas to be roof bolted in the No. 7 right crosscut approximately 15 feet across from survey station 635 when a portion of the mine roof collapsed, measuring 73 inches in length 34 inches in width and 1-6 inches in thickness, fell striking the victim. The victim was medically treated and transported to the surface area of the underground mine where he was pronounced dead by the Knox County Deputy Corner, Mike Johnson, at 1:30 PM. 
The accident is currently under investigation by the Office of Mine Safety and Licensing and the Mine Safety and Health Administration. 

Preventative Measures

1. Never proceed beyond supported roof. 
2. Conduct proper visual, and/or a sound and vibration examination of the mine roof. 


