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To:

All District Supervisors, Inspectors, Analysts and Instructors

From:

Tracy Stumbo, Chief Accident Investigator, Division of Investigations 

Date:
       
April 22, 2009 
EAB-08008 -  Kentucky Fatal Accident No.5 - Machinery
At approximately 2:45 pm on October 22, 2008, a surface miner was fatally injured in the Hazard District.  The victim was forty (40) years old with nine (9) years surface mining experience.  He had worked at this mine for one (1) day.
The dozer, operated by the victim, overturned while constructing a road resulting in fatal injuries.
Preventative Measures:
1. Operators shall maintain a safe distance from the edge of the out slope.
2. Before work is performed, the area shall be thoroughly examined by a qualified person and the results of the examination shall be recorded in the proper book.

3. Seat belts shall be worn by the equipment operators.
4. During production shifts, two (2) certified Mine Emergency Technicians shall be present at all times.
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The loose dirt material that gave
way under the weight of the
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Imprint's of the dozer
track's. This area was
where the dozer was
located prior to
overturning.

The Caterpillar D8 dozer was
located approximately 90 feet
down slope of the work area.
The dozer rolled over one (1)
complete turn and the victim
was found outside the operator's
cab in the drainage ditch near
the front of the dozer.
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Area where the loose dirt
material broke when the
dozer was positioned
close to the outslope
edge of the road. This
break away allowed the
dozer to overturn.
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