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To:

All District Supervisors, Inspectors, Analysts and Instructors

From:

Ronald H. Hughes, Director - Investigations
Date:
       
 November 06, 2006
EAB-06012   2006  Kentucky Fatal Accident # 15   (Nationally #44  )  Power Haulage   

On November 04, 2006, at approximately 1:30 PM, a Section Foreman was fatality injured in an underground mining accident in the Pikeville District. The victim was 44 years of age with approximately 25 years total mining experience. He had worked at this mine 5 years 7 months and at the occupation of scoop operator for 8 years. 
The victim was in the process of moving a shuttle car electrical cable from the No. 3 entry to the No. 8 entry. The victim had the male coupler end of the shuttle car cable wrapped around a scoop canopy post in the operator’s deck and while moving in the crosscut entry between the No. 5 and No. 6 entry in a forward direction, the scoop ran over the shuttle car cable causing it to unwind with a whipping action striking the victim in the head causing injuries. The victim was removed from the mine and taken to Pikeville Medical Center Hospital and was in the process of being air lifted to St. Mary’s Hospital in Huntington, West Virginia, he died from injury complications. He was pronounced dead by Pike County Coroner Russell Roberts at 3:38 PM. 

The accident is currently under investigation by the Office of Mine Safety and Licensing and the Mine Safety and Health Administration. 

Preventative Measures:
1. Always use pull ropes for moving machinery cables. 

2. Always assume a safe position out of direct line with potential moving

       parts. 

