KENTUCKY
PRE-SHIFT CONTEST RULES & GUIDELINES

1. Each contest shall consist of a written examination, a simulated underground examination and completion of the pre-shift report. A contest point system has been established; each segment (underground, pre-shift page and written examination) is worth a pre-determined number of points.

2. Contestants must be a certified mine foreman or assistant mine foreman and shall present proof (certificate, card etc.) at the time of registration. If such proof is not provided at the time of registration the contestant will not be allowed to compete.

3. Contestant must bring safety hat, safety shoes, mining belt with identification tag, check-in tag, wristwatch (with a second hand or equivalent), cap light, SCSR (may use training model or a out of service SCSR), anemometer, tapeline and approved  multi-gas detector that can measure methane, oxygen and carbon monoxide. Tool aprons and blank index cards (recommend at least 50) for placing dates, times and initials, writing instruments, paper, and a clipboard for recording their work. Contestant must bring personal items out of lock-up & to the field provided the items do not contain prohibited information. Prohibited information means, but is not limited to, rules, calculating charts (i.e. ventilation formulas), and personal (“reminder”) notes. (Contestant cannot renter lock-up until contest over.)
Aprons will not be provided.  
4. In the event of a tie, underground points will be the first tie breaker, pre-shift page points second, written exam third and working time fourth. (Working time will be the total time of the field problem and pre-shift report page.)
5. The written examination will consist of twenty-five (25) questions. Two (2) points will be awarded for each correct answer. Contestants will have 20 minutes to complete the written examination. Questions will come from the Coal Mining Reference Book (Fifth Edition), and The Laws Governing the Mining of Coal which includes KRS 351 and 352 and KAR 805.

6. Immediately after lockup, no communication between contestants and any outside party will be allowed. Contestants receiving contest information after entering the isolation area will be disqualified. Wireless communications (pagers, cellular phones, radios, laptop computers etc.) will be prohibited in the isolation area. (Lock up).

7. No reference material or personal notes will be allowed on the working field.

8. Directions and questions will be addressed during a briefing prior to the beginning of the contest.

9. A fireboss station and desk will be provided on the mine surface. Upon arrival at the fireboss station, the contestant will be read a statement of the problem. The contestant will have five (5) minutes to prepare after the statement has been read prior to starting the clock. The contestant must start the clock before commencing any work. Two (2) stopwatches will be present at the pre-shift station. One will be started by the contestant; one will be started and carried by a judge. (A clock may be substituted for the stop watch at the Pre-Shift station.) When the stopwatch/clock is started a map and written statement will be given to the contestant.

10. The contestant will have 30 minutes to complete the     field problem and twenty (20) minutes to complete the pre-shift report page. The contestant may at any time inquire from the judge the amount of time remaining.

11. Mine entries shall be numbered from left to right

12. Contests will be considered to be walking height unless otherwise stated by placard.
13. Contestant shall make necessary gas test where required. If a placard is not present where a gas test is required the gas readings shall be 0.0% CH4, 20.9% O2, and 0.00 CO unless indicated differently by the Judges. CH4, 02, and CO that is above 50 ppm must be recorded on the pre-shift report page for each location.  
 Methane, Oxygen Deficiency and Carbon Monoxide test shall be taken: 
a. Every working place;
b. All places adjacent to live workings;
c. Every roadway where persons are required to work or travel;
d. All abandoned panels on the intake;

e. Every set of seals on the intake; and

f. All roof falls near active workings on the intake and on the working sections.

g. Shall examine the entrances to all worked-out and abandoned portions adjacent to the intake roadways and working places under his charge where explosive gas is likely to accumulate.
14. The examiner shall leave at any location where an examination is required or as close as possible to the face of every place examined the date and time of the examination and his/her initials as evidence that he/she has performed his/her duty. The information shall be written on index cards and placed on the mine floor at the required location. The contestant’s personal watch time will be the time used on the card.

15. Equipment conditions and underground hazards will be indicated by placards placed on the mine floor and/or by conditions found. Red/orange engineering ribbon will be placed on the mine floor. If multiple hazardous conditions exist in one area or entry, a separate ribbon must be placed on the mine floor for each hazard. (The red/orange engineering ribbon will be provided) Contestants will not remove any placards unless specifically directed to do so by a judge or problem statement. Equipment lock and tag must be indicted on index card.
16. Where the date, time and initials need to be posted the information shall be written on index cards and placed on the mine floor at the required location. The contestant’s personal watch time will be the time used on the card.
17. If the installation of ventilation controls is required to eliminate a hazardous condition or deficiency blue engineering ribbon or equivalent shall be used. Blue engineering ribbon or equivalent may be used to erect check curtains, face line or wing curtains, box curtains, etc. Simulated building of permanent stopping’s or seals will not be allowed. All ventilation controls shall be blue.
18. If during the problem air measurements are required the contestant will be provided linear feet, area dimensions, etc. after simulating proper measurements. Air measurements shall be simulated using the traverse method for a minimum of one (1) minute. Calculators or similar devices will not be allowed.

19. Should the contestant’s anemometer be turned backward while taking an air reading no discount will occur if corrected before the required one minute time lapse. If not corrected the judge shall inform the contestant the anemometer is turned wrong. A ten (10) point deduction will occur.

20. Any hazardous conditions that are to be detected in the mine roof test holes will be indicated by the judges after the test holes have been examined by the contestant.

21. Upon completion of the underground segment the contestant shall exit the mine and proceed to the fireboss station. The contestant may not re-enter the mine after entering the designated fireboss station. At the fireboss station the contestant shall (in any order) record the date and time of the examination and contestants initials on the danger board, indicate the mine to be safe/unsafe to enter. Upon completion of the last segment the contestant shall stop the clock. The contestant will then be directed to a specified location to fill out the preshift report page. No points will awarded for any of the preshift record page that is not legible to the judges.
22. The contestants personal watch time will be used for time of examination.

23. Items listed on the pre-shift report page must correspond with work performed on the field. Failure to do so may result in a ten (10) point discount for each infraction.
24. Any contestant observed running during the problem will be discounted ten (10) points for each infraction.

25. Any contestant endangering their safety will be discounted twenty-five (25) points for each infraction. (Traveling under unsupported roof, crossing a moving belt, etc.)

26. A ten (10) point deduction will occur if a contestant fails to follow the contest rules.

27. Field judges must concur on all points awarded and discounts assessed.

28. Upon completion of the problem the contestant will be given an opportunity to review the scoring and may appeal in writing to the Appeals Committee. A maximum fifteen (15) minutes will be allowed for written appeals. The review will be at a specified location. A maximum of thirty (20) minutes will be given to respond to the Review Judge after the announcement or posting of the contestants name and/or working number. NO RESPONSE = (NO REVIEW OR APPEALS)
29. The Chief Judge will have the final decision on all appeals.

30. Persons wishing to photograph or video tape the contest must receive permission from the Chief Judge.
31. If contestants are competing in 2 or more contests to ensure proper starting time of the pre-shift contest, Contestant must notify chief judge of event they are competing in prior to contest, and must stay under guard at all times after competing in one event and must remain in isolation until the contestant has completed all events. If contestant’s draw or testing conflicts with either contest, contestant will be placed in rotation on the next available slot.  

