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EMERGENCY AWARENESS BULLETIN

To:

All District Supervisors, Inspectors, Analysts, and Instructors

From:

Franklin Reed, Director, Safety Analysis, Training and Certification

Date:              February 3, 2006
           
RE:

Kentucky Fatality #2

EAB-06003       Kentucky Fatal Accident #2 
Haulage

At approximately 10:30 a.m. on January 23, 2006 a coal truck driver was fatally injured on the surface of an underground mine in the Pikeville District.  He was 72 years old with 55 years at this occupation.  He had worked at this mine for 1 year.

At the time of the accident he was operating a 1984 Ford LT 9000 dump truck.  He had loaded his truck and was traveling down a grade of approximately 14%.  For reasons unknown, the victim fell or jumped from the truck. His lower torso was run over by the rear wheels resulting in fatal crushing injuries.  There was no eyewitness to the accident.  He was pronounced dead by the Pike County Deputy Coroner at 11:52 a.m. 

This accident is currently under investigation by the Office of Mine Safety and Licensing and the Mine Safety and Health Administration.

Preventative Measures:

(1)  Seat belts must be worn at all times when operating equipment.

(2)  Always perform pre-operational equipment checks and if any mechanical defects are found they must be reported and repaired before the equipment is operated.

(3)  Persons operating equipment must maintain control at all times while the equipment is in motion.

Accidents are preventable we simply fail to prevent them.
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